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Dear friends, 
 
Long time since we wrote a newsletter, yet for those of you with internet, you can always check us out on 
line…� . We do try and write a monthly update and post it on the site, yet the summer/rainy season has 
gone fast. It is hard to believe that we have been back for 2 months and it almost feels like we never left. 
However we have pictures to prove that we did go and see family, friends and visited the office in Texas. 
 
As you can see in the pictures below the girls have grown and it was great spending time with Zoey and 
Esmee and of course their mom and dad. Stefan and Genae are doing well too; our time with them in 
Denver, Colorado was fun, catching up with their lives and running a half marathon. 
 
Knowing we are where we believe God has placed us helps us deal with daily challenges in life. Taking 
“bucket showers” has become a daily routine, having electricity through National Power or the generator 
and hearing our neighbor’s music till the very early hours of the morning has become “normal”… 
 
On another note, it is great to spend time with the national staff and get to know them better. Every 
Wednesday afternoon the domestic girls (working in kitchen, laundry, cleaning) and I spend time around 
the table discussing one of the bible stories and we look at it from an African perspective, which helps me 
to understand their culture better. 
 
 

 
Gladi-gladi ceremonies: Every Tuesday afternoon I spend time with the patients who will be going home 
in the following few days and explain the “do’s and don’ts” about leaving the centre as well as “why we are 
doing what we are doing”. The Wednesday morning celebrations are a great way of sending them back to 
their communities and the pictures show them dancing in the compound. 
 



 René & Marianne Lako, P.O. Box 2020, Lindale TX 757 71, USA. Our 
income is based on donations.  

If you would like to support us financially, please  send your donation to: 
Mercy Ships Donor Services, PO Box 2020, Lindale TX  75771, USA.   

On a separate note write: Rene Lako # 164; Please d o not put our name on the check.   
Email: René: rene.lako@mercyships.org   Marianne: marianne.lako@mercyships.org  

Web page: www.lakomission.org  and www.mercyships.org  
 

                    
 

 

Rainy season is a challenge but also a time that the mornings and evenings are cooler.  We need rain so 
that the “water reservoirs” will fill up and there will be water for the months to come.  
 

 
Every one needs prayer support, we ask you to join us for the following: 
 
Energy to continue, although we usually enjoy our time here, it is not always easy.  There are times that 
“giving up” could be tempting. At the same time we are faced with the unknowns of Mercy Ships future in 
Sierra Leone. It has been decided that Mercy Ships will put the emphasis on “ship based programs” and 
the organization is looking for other partners to take over the Fistula Centre and Out Patient Clinic as well 
as New Steps. Please pray with and for us that we will know what God is saying in and through all of this. 
 
Trust in our Lord that He is in total control of our lives and the work and future here in Sierra Leone. 
 
Insight and wisdom for Rene and me to know what our future will hold.  
 
New Steps and its future; funding is a problem, unless there are other partners or funding possibilities 
there may not be a “future” after January 2009. In the school integration program there are over 400 
children with disabilities placed in schools after receiving mobility devices (i.e. wheelchairs, crutches, 
PETs) from the New Steps centre. New Steps also has a rehabilitation program for disabled people, 
providing similar mobility devices, calipers for those affected by polio and prosthetic limbs for amputees.  
 
“G od is good all the time; all the time God is good” is a popular saying in local churches in Africa…  
 
“ Seeing the cross, not crossing the sea” is what we keep in mind and is most important in missions.  
 
We are thankful for: 

·  God’s protection, on the road, at work and our health. 
·  The knowledge that we are not here to please ourselves but to know God and make Him known.  
·  Our home church, family and friends – this means YOU – who are joining us in this adventure... 

 
. Thank you for the part you play in this ministry God has allowed us to work with for the past 28+ years.  
 
Check our web site: www.lakomission.org  
 

 


